IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 3, and 6 as indicated on the attached sheets which 
show the particular claim amendments. The claims as amended are presented 
below. All pending claims (claims 1-7 and 23-28) are presented for sake of 
convenience. . 



1 . (Currently amended) A valve assembly for use in a medical product 
havir^a a fluid path, the valve assembly configured to selectively pass fluids in one 
direction ak)ng the fluid path and to prevent backflow in the opposite direction along the 
fluid path, theS^alve assembly comprising: 

a valve hou^ng defining an opening having a central axis, the opening extending 
through the valve hou^ng such that the opening forms part of the fluid path through the 
medical product; 

a valve member dispo^ within the opening, the valve member having a single 
seal interface defined by at least tWo opposing flexible walls biased towards each other 
to a sealing position, the valve membfer having a peripheral portion with the opposing 
flexible walls extending from the peripheral portion toward the central axis, the opposing 
flexible walls including ends that contact eacXother along the single seal interface; and 

the valve member formed at least in part b^^ a material having a durometer of less 
than about 42-10 Shore. 

2. (Original) The valve assembly as in clairT;M , wherein the opposing walls 
of the valve member each have a generally uniform thickness of about 0.040 inches. 



3. (Currently amended) The valve assembly as in claim 1 , wherein the 
valve member material has a durometer of about 8 to less than about 4^ 10 Shore. 

\4. (Original) The valve assembly as in claim 1 , wherein the valve member 
material loas a durometer of about 10 Shore. 

5. \ (Original) The valve assembly as in claim 1 , wherein the valve member 
peripheral portWi and walls form a duckbill valve. 

6. (Currently amended) A medical product defining a fluid path, the 
medical product composing a valve assembly disposed in the path, the valve assembly 
comprising: \ 

a valve housing defining an opening having a central axis, the opening extending 
through the valve housing sucfvthat the opening forms part of the fluid path through the 
medical product; \ 

a valve member disposed witmn the opening, the valve member having a single 
seal interface defined by at least two opposing flexible walls biased towards each other 
to a sealing position, the valve member having a peripheral portion with the opposing 
flexible walls extending from the peripheral pqrtion toward the central axis, the opposing 
flexible walls including ends that contact each other along the single seal interface; and 

the valve member formed at least in part bVa material having a durometer of 
less than about 42 10 Shore. \ 

7. (Original) The medical product as in claim 6, wherein the medical 
product is a gastrostomy catheter, the fluid path defined between a patient's body cavity 
and an exterior of the body. \ 

8. - 22. (Cancel) \ 
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V 23. (Original) A valve assembly for use in a medical product having a fluid 
path\the valve assembly configured to selectively pass fluids in one direction along the 
fluid pathsand to prevent backflow in the opposite direction along the fluid path, the 
valve assemyy comprising: 

a valve housing defining an opening having a central axis, the opening extending 
through the valve hoiising such that the opening forms part of the fluid path through the 
medical product; \ 

a valve member disposed within the opening, the valve member having a single 
seal interface defined by at least two opposing flexible walls biased towards each other 
to a sealing position, the valve iriember having a peripheral portion with the opposing 
flexible walls extending from the peripheral portion toward the central axis, the opposing 
flexible walls including ends that contact each other along the single seal interface; and 

at least one of the flexible opposing walls defining a first portion including a 
material having a durometer of about 50 Snore and a second portion having a 
durometer of less than about 20 Shore, the second portion being disposed at the 
respective end of the at least one wall, and the ri^st portion being disposed spaced from 
the respective end. 

24. (Original) The valve assembly as in ct^im 23, wherein the at least one 
wall has a thickness of about 0.040 inches. 

25. (Original) The valve assembly as in claim 23, wherein the second 
portion of the at least one wall includes a material having a di^ometer of about 10 
Shore. 
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26. (Original) A medical product defining a fluid path, the medical product 
com^sing a valve assembly disposed in the path, the valve assembly comprising: 

a valve housing defining an opening having a central axis, the opening extending 
through the valve housing such that the opening forms part of the fluid path through the 
medical product^ 

a valve member disposed within the opening, the valve member having a single 
seal interface defined dV at least two opposing flexible walls biased towards each other 
to a sealing position, the va<ye member having a peripheral portion with the opposing 
flexible walls extending from tne peripheral portion toward the central axis, the opposing 
flexible walls including ends that contact each other along the single seal interface; and 

at least one of the flexible oppiosing walls defining a first portion including a 
material having a durometer of about 50\Shore and a second portion having a 
durometer of less than about 20 Shore, the^second portion being disposed at the 
respective end of the at least one wall, and thevfirst portion being disposed spaced from 
the respective end. 

27. (Original) The medical product as in'daim 26, wherein the medical 
product is a gastrostomy catheter, the fluid path defineo^etween a patient's body cavity 
and an exterior of the body. 

28. (Previously added, currently amended) The m'^cal product as in claim 
6, wherein the valve member has a durometer of about 8 to less than about 42 10 
Shore. 
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